tiﬂg Region 5 Citizen Advisory
6 Council Meeting

pe
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5:30 PM to 9:30 PM
Fish, Wildlife & Parks
2300 Lake EImo Drive
Billings, MT 59105

Meeting called by: Gary Hammond

Type of meeting: Citizen Advisory Council Meeting

Facilitator: Bob Gibson

Note taker: Dianne Stiff

Attendees: David Charles, Douglas Dreeszen, Daniel Dutton,ddaacke, Shawn Todd,

Mike Whittington, Bob Willems, Dale Vermillion, Jdevjene, Gary Hammond
Doug Habermann, Harold Guse, Dianne Stiff, Ken &raRay Mule’, Bob
Gibson, Ron Aasheim, Quentin Kujala, Dale Nixdorf

Absent: Daniel Aadland, Greg Keller

Agendatopics

5:30-6:30 p.m. Welcome, Dinner & Conversation Gary Hammond
6:30-7:00 p.m. Issues of Concern CAC Members
7:00-8:00 p.m. Legislation Update Ron Aasheim
8:00-8:15 p.m. Pictograph Caves State Park Update Doug Habermann
8:15-9:00 p.m. Discussion of Elk Adaptations to Harboring Quentin Kujala
9:00-9:15 p.m. Administrative Housekeeping and Adjourn Bob Gibson

Welcome, Dinner & Conversation Gary Hammond




Issues of Concern CAC Members

Discussion:

David Charles — Bow hunters who | know were vesagkd with what Fish, Wildlife and Parks did la=try Hoping
proposed legislation would not go anywhere, whictoireverse what is in place. Bird hunters wkindw liked
block management availability around here and vdghere were more of them locally. A lot of peoaie
concerned about access, specifically the Crazy KMou@rea with the inability to get to some of greund because
of private holdings.

Mike Whittington — He brought gate openers for Gkegjer and Dan Dutton. The Billings Rod and GuaolC
purchases a bunch of those every year, then ergesiits members to give to local landowners asuaktlyou for
allowing access for hunting or fishing. Informatifsom the Montana Wildlife Federation — represtéwaKendall
Van Dyke is scheduling a House Fish, Wildlife araki8 Committee hearing on February 17, 2009, or8H8 whichj
is the anti-harboring of big game damage litigatoh If you have a position on that, it's timegeet a hold of your
representatives and let them know where you stand.

Douglas Dreeszen — The elk archery licenses issukwhat is going on in Helena with legislatiorheTavid big
game hunters that I've been in contact with aréy&appy with the Fish, Wildlife and Parks and themmission
stepping forward with the draw system. It is noarenequitable between bow and rifle hunters allgwor the
drawing of a permit somewhere. There have beere sotitles in the newspaper written by Mark Henckgharding
the legislature trying to do away with this. TlnkE that | talk to are quite upset that this woelen be considered
especially since the Fish and Game Commission aleedd and made a really good decision based drof lo
testimony and letters from sportsmen in this arehlan sure across eastern and central Montanapl@¢ have
contact with hope they leave it as it is and margvard with the equity between bow and rifle hustefhe system
set up as it is right now is a good program, andgure would like to see it stay that way.

Daniel Dutton — Anglers in our area are interegtetthe bridge access and seeing that gets resoleald a couple off
people who tried to get a landowner sponsor thraughand two of our neighbors. We're disappoint@t twow it's
set up with the acreage limits. It's 640 acres et they recycle back through the 640 acre pespld you have
less land than that, you are kind of shut out.héligh, they do usually allow you to pick two huster come in
anyway. That affects mostly the out of state htsté&or block management we had another good ydas year the
people who came into our place would phone aheddjenreservations. They all had success espepitiple
bringing the young kids for the first time hunt.ete got some people coming out later this wintedd some rabbit
hunting. That's not a part of block management,itogets the kids into hunting and that’s impottan

Dale Vermillion — People I've heard from on the &linting, a couple of long time ranchers up inRloeindup area,
were very upset with the elk archery changes. Bagy they were losing a lot of money and they wdid allowing
public hunting if Fish, Wildlife and Parks wasntigg to do this. | certainly have been hearingrfithe other side.
One of the other concerns | hear is the urban giedlem in Billings. This is a problem that is doghand | hope
what they are doing up in Helena provides a goop foataking care of the problem. He'd like to bathe aquatic
nuisance presentation at the next meeting. Iraes, the oil and gas leasing in Sweet Grass Casikigd of scary
partly because we don’t own the mineral rightsvould love to see the state put some limitationsaijust state
lands, but what you can do within a certain distaoicrivers, streams and wetlands. | think theewguality is really
going to be effected by all this.

Jed Evjene — There is a concern in Sweet Grasdycuith the oil and gas drilling. A lot of concerim our area of
Melville and Two Dot are with the brucellosis actiplan. Ranchers still don't understand and négxification on
Fish, Wildlife and Parks wanting to take over th@nagement of brucellosis issue and taking it away the
Department of Livestock. Most people in his amal that the Parks Service needs to take careddrticellosis in
the buffalo first. The wolf issue is circulating dur area, and feels it's tied directly with thle & was at an action
meeting last week in Big Timber, and some of theppedo not think the wolf is pushing around the but |
disagree with that.

Doug Haacke — My interest primarily being in thelamy, | was surprised to hear about SB 162, froglexs as well
as hunters, that there is some real fear out thatét is meeting with some success. We suretdearnt to see the
Commission lose its authority.

Shawn Todd — The Roundup elk herd is growing archanging along the highway now.

Bob Willems — In our area the numbers of deer andl@ape were down for some reason. We had fewetehsiand
the success ratio was down. Part of the probldmdause most of his neighbors are in fee huntilngar a number
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of people say that a landowner that does not adliviunting on his place isn’t entitled to a frdletag. We would
have liked to see an extended season to do a fmditen managing the numbers. With state landess;d've often
wondered why a person wouldn’t have to get permisg hunt from the leaser.

Action items: Agquatic Nuisance Presentation Perssponsible: Deadline:
Bob Gibson 05/12/09
Action Items: Next CAC meeting legislative sessouticome. Person responsible: Deadline:
Bob Gibson 5/12/09
Pictograph Caves State Park Update Doug Habermann
Discussion:

Doug gave an update on the visitor center showictyies of the construction with an explanationntérpretation
plans.

We have a request for a position (FTE) to manage#nk and FTE for fishing access sites, but the Rdve been
completely removed from HB 2, which is the apprafioins bill. Local support of these positionsxgremely
important for the maintenance of not only thisestadrk, but our fishing access sites too.

This state park currently receives about 40,00@ovsswithin our 4 to 5 month season. This paransicipated to be
open year around in the future if we are able twsea position through HB 2.

Parks has four major funding sources. Coal taey@st from the trust fund, bed tax, motorboat seethe license
plate check off. Of the $4.00 from the licensei@B3.50 goes to state parks, $.25 to fishing acsiéss and $.25 to
Virginia City.

There was discussion of onsite public meetingsewlyacquired properties.

Action items: Hold a future CAC Meeting at the n¥igitor Center. | Person responsible: Deadline:
Bob Gibson This Fall
Legislation Update Ronshaim

Discussion: FWP is following this list of billsadely this session. The tracking summaries amdacon the
website, fwp.mt.gov.

HB 79 — Stahl — Creates uniform provisions forestahd transactions and provides that land purshase not, to thq
extent that is practical, result in a net gainaind ownership by the state.

HB 137 — McNutt — Public Land/Private Wildlife B Revises license benefits for landowners enrafigde hunter
management program, allows employees of landowneexeive the free big game combination licenkeated to
landowners. Deletes the requirement that theafdsie free license received by a landowner is destlifrom
compensation paid.

HB 190 — Van Dyke (chairman of the House FWP corae)t— This passed house 97 to 3. Revises laatedelo
stream access from county roads and bridges awttpsocriteria for fencing for livestock controlnposes.

HB 249 — Van Dyke — Provides that conservation masgs that are granted in perpetuity are taxalkesabr property
and that those easements granted in perpetuitgeable even if owned by the state, local goverrnimienother
public and private entities.

HB 253 — Phillips — Recognizes bison as a valugiaapecies, gives management authority to F\Wecti FWP to
work with the Dept. of Livestock to protect privagemperty.

HB 314 — Van Dyke — (Harboring Legislation) Prosdeethods for FWP to direct the dispersal or rerholva
concentrations of big game animals that pose athodandowners and livestock or the health oéllifé, habitat or
the public. Provides penalties for concentratiigggame animals and creates an advisory board.

HB 382 — Hamilton — Creates a resident apprentiggihg certificate which allows youngsters of agg @0 hunt with§
a mentor that meets certain requirements, exempsetyoungsters from the requirement to complétengers safety,
education course assuming they are hunting inrtegepce of a mentor.

There were four bills that had to do with Ft. Pétgichery funding. Basically what they did was ntaiim the status
quo, which means the warm water fish stamp wouhdl fist. Peck Hatchery operations with some fedessiktance.
All these bills were tabled. The next bill thatlwiome out will suggest adding money to the genfishing license.
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SB 162 — Barrett — Restricts FWP Commission franiting hunting permits allocated for certain spedi®m the
number issued in 2007 unless the harvest exceéd8the total licenses issued for that district.

SB 164 — Barrett — Requires prior to purchasinglang where noxious weeds are present, the develoipof a
noxious weed management plan. Requires that aquisation of land or water rights much include aditional 40%
above the purchase price to be used for mainterafribe land or water.

SB 183 — Balyeat — Revises the states wolf polisgerts states rights and challenges federal @ythaids the
Montana wolf conservation and management plan laadtates cooperative wolf management agreemestéblisheg
conditions for future management plans and agreenspecific to the wolf. Establishes liability apenalties for
injury or death of a human because of a wolf attack

SB 202 — G. Hinkle — Prohibits knowingly attractiagy ungulates, bears or mountain lions with suppleal feed.

SB 217 — Barrett — Requires FWP to reimburse lo@sproducers who are required to test livestocldiseases thaf
may be transmitted by game animals during peridusrwgame animal populations objectives are not met.

SB 314 - Laible — Defines natural and natural wiateties for purposes of the stream access law.
HB 172 — Arntzen — Provisional hunter safety cedife for persons with disabilities.

HB 558 — McChesney — Revises laws that enhancepfrelic access to private lands for hunting andldisth a
community access partnership and account. Incseasrual landowner payments from the hunting access
enhancement program.

Action Items: Next CAC meeting legislative sessioiicome. Person responsible: Deadline:
Bob Gibson 5/12/09
Discussion of Elk Adaptations to Harboring Quentin Kujala

Discussion: Greater Yellowstone Area Elk Movements: Bruzsl® and Hunter Access

This presentation was prompted by a request franDépartment of Livestock early last summer. They
asked what does FWP know about elk distributiothégreater Yellowstone area? This was in corvigkit
them being on the front edge of their developirglihucellosis action plan. This was to include the
seropositive findings that the Department has faowndhte. In response to that request the Depattme
looked through and reviewed research efforts, suefirts and that included an ongoing researobreff
that has a primary focus on the wolf ungulate gaestkKen Hamlin was the lead researcher who is now
recently retired and Julie Cunningham, Ken’s aasisfput together this presentation.

The brucellosis risk - consequence and probapditgt of vaccination, market value of cattle, loEsattle
industry and state economy is probably relateth¢octttle piece, and there’s also the probabi#ilgted to
the elk piece with elk density, elk seroprevaleticeing of elk use, thinking about risk during tlast
trimester of pregnancy, and elk movements.

The general herd range in the greater Yellowstoea im Montana shows a seven county area. There ig
polygon of elk movement. The elk wintering in fParadise Valley can have a summer presence as faf
south as south of Yellowstone Lake putting thermproximity and overlapping summer range with some pf
the elk from the Wyoming feeding grounds. Thats to say when the risk is the greatest. Thisitates
what elk have the ability to do from a movemenhdfint. Research in the Gravellies indicates ¢hat
have an immigration rate of about 3%.

Late this month (February) about 40-45 elk willdelared in the mid-Paradise Valley. The 2008 r:ffo
look at blood samples from hunter-killed elk isexpanded effort from what we’ve done in the reqeHt.




The endemic area is where seropositive elk have idleatified. Those are areas adjacent to Yellomest
National Park. Seropositive speaks to the antgesence in bloodstream saying that the elk at suim
in the past has been exposed to brucella. We ddldalk across the state of Montana. We tryke ta
blood samples whenever we trap an animal for aarebeurpose or other reasons. To date the okiyel
have found seropositive are in the greater Yellomstarea. To be clear, the greater Yellowstone iaréhe
only place we’ve had that scale of look with steppp monitoring.

Over objectiveness and under objectiveness — y@inssouthwest Montana a range of those whetheer it
districts that are over, under or at objective,that’'s a pattern that occurs across the state.

The Wyoming feed grounds have a higher seropregaldran we see in Montana elk. The elk on the
Shoshone and Sunlight Basin has recent informatimon the seroprevalence on these elk. It's leairgf
that seroprevalence speaks to the certainty aéxpesure or not. There are series of tests andrtieella
test is designed for livestock obviously. Thewssne cross reactivity potential with wildlife, sactually
takes a couple of tests to confirm a positive #&rad takes two or three months. Not sure if the
seroprevalence rate in the Shoshone National Faypstsents that initial hit requiring additionesting or
if it represents the final testing.

The Madison Valley — 43 cow elk were marked withSa#@llars in 2005 and 2006, project completed
2007. This research project is soon to be avalédireview. Its primary focus is wolf/ungulate
relationships.

The question being are wolves driving elk to neacpk? The research that's been conducted in Montgn
to date, identifies human activity to be a moradigant mover of elk than wolves. Wolves do irdhce

elk distribution, it's just not at a seasonal raaggistment scale. Some things that support tieasummer
range distribution that hasn’'t changed. Wolvesshaame on the landscape, and the summer range of gh
distribution of elk has not changed. Ecologicdligit makes sense as the two species evolve together

Action items: Interest in showing this presentatiet Gary | Person responsible: Deadline:
know. Gary Hammond Anytime
Administrative Housekeeping and Adjourn Bob Gibson

Discussion: Next meeting date — May 12, 2009 (dags Eileen Ryce and poll folks for other topics.

Action items: Eileen Ryce, Aquatic Nuisance Person responsible: Deadline:
Presentation; Look at CAC member term limits withigob Gibson End of April
the next month.




